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QUICK REFERENCE ITINERARY 
 

Day 1  Paramaribo 
 

Day 2  Fly Paramaribo/Georgetown  
 

Day 3  Georgetown 
 

Day 4  Fly Georgetown/Rupununi Savannah 
 

Day 5  Rupununi Savannah 
 

Day 6  Rupununi Savannah 
 

Day 7  Rupununi Savannah/Iwokrama Rainforest 
 

Day 8  Iwokrama Rainforest/Surama 
 

Day 9  Surama/Georgetown 
 

Day 10  Fly Georgetown/Paramaribo  
 

Day 11  Fly Paramaribo/ Awarradam 
 

Day 12  Awarradam  
 

Day 13  Awarradam  
 

Day 14  Fly Awarradam/Paramaribo  
 

Day 15  Paramaribo 
 

Day 16  Paramaribo/Kourou 
 

Day 17  Kourou 
 

Day 18  Kourou/Cayenne 
 

Day 19  Cayenne 
 

 

 
Scheduled Departures 2010   27 July ð 14 August 2010 

19 October ð 6 November 2010 

 

Scheduled Departures 2011   4 ð 22 January 2011 

3 ð 21 May 2011 

2 ð 20 August 2011 

6 ð 24 September 2011 
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DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

Day 1 Tuesday 
 

 
 
 
 

Paramaribo  
 
You will be met upon arrival by the Steppes Travel 
representative at the airport and transferred to your hotel. All 
transfers are  on a shared basis (unless stated otherwise) and 
included in your trip;  however it will not detail every transfer 
on this itinerary.  
 
Paramaribo, Surinameõs small capital city and chief port  is an 
intriguing  cultural gem to explore. A stroll along the bustling 
waterfront reveals a  remarkable ensemble of beautiful  Dutch 
colonial facades set harmoniously alongside the occasional 
synagogue, and mosque, while Asian spices waft enticingly 
from beyond Indian roti  shops and Chinese market stall s. The 
largely intact historic centre was given  UNESCO World Heritage 
status in 2002, and with more than 200 monuments to discover 
there are plenty of highlights to enthuse the visitor.  
 
Eco Resort Inn is a perfect combination of architectural 
history and natural comfort  set in Paramaribo, the capital of 
Suriname.  The Welcome Centre is a renovated plantation 
house where you will find the reception and river -view 
terrace. Situated along the  banks of the  Suriname River, the 
hotel offers  122 rooms providing all equipped with air -
conditioning, private show er, television, fridge and telephone.  
 
Overnight at Eco Resort Inn in a twin/ double room on a bed & 
breakfast basis.  
 

Day 2 Wednesday 
 

 

 

 
 

Paramaribo/Ge orgetown  
 
After breakfast you will be collected from the hotel and 
transferred to the international airport  in Paramaribo for the 
short flight to Georgetown . 
 
Georgetown, the capital and only large city in Guyana, lies on 
the east bank of the Demerara Rive r.  This is an architecturally 
attractive colonial city with a profusion of flowering trees.  
Sights of interest include St George's Cathedral, said to be the 
tallest wooden structure in the world; Stabroek Market is an 
imposing cast iron structure with a striking clock  tower; 
Parliament Building; the Museum of Guyana with exhibitions of 
fabulous Guyanese paintings and sculpture and the Botanical 
Gardens and Zoo with a beautiful laid out enclosure of 
Victorian bridges, pavilions, palms and lily ponds.  
 
This afternoon enjoy a group city tour of Georgetown , 
highlighting the striking wooden architecture and the 
opportunity to browse its colourful markets and craft shops.  
 
Situated within walking distance of Georgetown's bustling 
centre, the Ocean Spray Interna tional Hotel is nestled in a 
peaceful location with views overlooking the historical sea 
walls that fringe the capital city shoreline. Accommodation at 
the Ocean Spray International Hotel is simple yet comfortable 
with all guest rooms benefiting from air c onditioning and 
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queen beds, many rooms also feature a balcony.  
 
Overnight at Ocean Spray International Hotel in a twin/double 
room on a bed & breakfast basis.  Lunch included.  
 

Day 3 Thursday  
 

 
 

 

Georgetown  
 
This morning depart Georgetown on a local flight to Kaieteur 
Falls. 
 
Kaieteur, one of the world's greatest natural wonders, flows 
over a sandstone conglomerate tableland into a deep gorge of  
some 822 feet; 5 times the height of Niagara Falls. There are 
no other falls in the world that measures  this depth defying  
magnitude. According to Amerindian legend, a Patamona chief 
called Kai (after whom the falls are named), canoed over the 
falls believing  his own sacrifice  would encourage the great 
spirit Makonaima to save his people from being ravaged by the 
Caribishi tribe . 
 
Kaieteur supports a unique micro environment . Here you will 
find the largest of bromeliads, the Tank Bromeliad , which 
offers lifelo ng sanctuary to the tiny Golden Frog.  The lucky 
visitor may also catch glimpse of  Guianaõs elusive Cock-of-the-
rock, or the Kaieteur Swifts and  Makonaima birds that  nest 
under the vast shelf of rock carved by the relentless waterfall . 
 
Move on to Orinduik Falls where the Ireng River thunders over 
steps and terraces formed by solid jasper, a semi precious  
stone.  The Pakaraima Mountains provide a scenic backdrop to 
what many regard as being the most beautiful location in 
Guyana's hinterland. ôOrinduikõ is derived from the Amerindian 
(Patamona) word, Orin, which is the name of an aquatic plant 
found at  these falls. The Ireng River forms the border between 
Brazil and Guyana, and in contrast to Kaieteur, Orinduik is an 
ideal bathing spot . 
 
Overnight at Ocean Spray International Hotel in a twin/ double 
room on a bed & breakfast  basis. Lunch & dinner included.  
 

Day 4 Friday  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Georgetown/Rupu nuni Savannah 
 
This morning you will be collected from your hotel and 
transferred to the airport in time to board your flight.  
 
Depart Georgetown on the local flight to Karanambu.   
 
Upon arrival at the airstrip you will be collected and 
transferred by roa d to your lodge at the  Amerindian village of 
Yupukari. 
 
This evening enjoy a foray on the Rupununi River from Caiman 
House Field Station.  
 
As a guest you have the unique opportunity to support and 
participate in an ongoing field study of  the Black Caiman 
(melanosuchus niger), the largest member of the alligator 
family. You are invited to accompany the indigenous crew as 
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they search for and capture Black Caiman along the river. 
Guests will observe the capture from a separate boat, but will 
be offered the op portunity to assist in data collection. Caiman 
are weighed, measured, sexed and tagged before being 
released back into the wild . The research has already 
uncovered many new and distinct characteristics of this 
endangered species.  
 
Enjoy another chance to enter the nocturnal world of the 
Rupununi River and associated gallery forests which offer an 
experience, and world of wildlife entirely different to those 
viewed on a typical day trip. Skilled guides will escort visitors 
to meet elusive denizens of darkne ss by outboard powered 
boats, while interpreting the sights and sounds of Guyana after 
dark. Just after darkness settles on the River many creatures 
emerge such as black caiman (up to 12 feet), spectacled 
caiman, tree boas, iguanas, frogs, and many fish sp ecies 
including piranha. Also observe kingfishers, nightjars, potoos, 
boat-billed Herons and other aquatic birds, bats, spiders, 
insects, and moths often elusive  during the daylight .  Less 
likely, but not rare inclusions for night viewing include 
possums, tree dwelling rodents, capybara and squirrel 
monkeys. 
 
Caiman House is the hub of several participatory development 
projects, including the introduction of classroom libraries in 
all three local village schools and an internet -enabled public 
library. Visit ors may have the opportunity to meet local 
craftspeople, including the furniture builders at Yupukari 
Crafters, a non -profit initiative that provides  employment to 
local communities.   
 
The lodge itself offers a small number of rustic rooms 
complete with pr ivate facilities (cold water only), hammocks 
and screened windows. Guests can embark on an evening boat 
excursion to explore the plight of the black caiman and learn 
about the research programme in place to monitor breeding 
numbers. Visits to the local vil lages, bird watching tours and 
river excursions can also be arranged from Caiman House, 
often combined with a stay at Karanambu Ranch.  
 
Overnight at Caiman House Field Station in a twin/double 
room on a full board basis.  
 

Day 5 Saturday 
 

 
 

Rupununi Savannah 
 
Opportunity this morning to visit a local village and meet the 
community.  
 
After breakfast transfer by boat to Karanambu Ranch.  
 
Karanambu Ranch is the home of Diane McTurk, widely known 
for her work in rehabilitating orphaned, giant river otters in to 
the wild. Diane and her otters have appeared on National 
Geographic, Jeff Corwin Experience, Really Wil d Show (BBC) 
and the Calgaryõs Zoo World.  Karanambu has a long history of 
visiting naturalists and Dianeõs father, Tiny McTurk, has 
welcomed David Attenborough and Gerald Durrell to the 
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centre .   
 
Late afternoon boat excursion in search of wild giant river 
otter. As  dusk falls over the ponds, observe the giant Victoria 
Regis water  lilies reach ing full  bloom. During the return 
journey use a spotlight  to find  Black Caiman and other 
nocturnal creatures .  
 
Dine with Diane this evening and gain insight to the McTurk 
legacy and the wilds of  Rupununi Savannahs.   
 
Karanambu Ranch is run by Diane McTurk, famous for her work 
with giant river otters.  Rooms are twin bedded with en  suite 
bathrooms and meals are taken around a large dining table in 
the open hammock-swagged living room of the main house.  
You will find fabulous tropical freshwater fish and abundant 
birdlife all around you. The river is home to Black Caiman 
and, if you are very lucky, you may see the huge Arapaima, 
�W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���I�U�H�V�K�Z�D�W�H�U���I�L�V�K�� 
 
Overnight at Karanambu Ranch in a twin/dou ble room on a 
full board basis.  
 

Day 6 Sunday 
 

 

Rupununi Savannah 
 
Day at leisure to relax and explore the local area.  Here are a 
few suggestions: 
 

 Assist Diane while she tends to resident orphaned otters . 

 Visit Simoni Pond to fish for Peacock Bass (by prior 
arrangement).   

 Bird  watching enthusiasts may like to explore nearby 
ponds, woodland patches or gallery forest along the river . 
Birds frequent to these areas include the Spotted 
Puffbird, Striped Woodcreeper, Pale -bellied Tyrant -
Manakin, Golden-spangled Piculet, Bearded Tachuri and 
Capuchinbird. When water levels are appropriate a 
wooded swamp near the ranch is home to a large colony 
of Boat-billed Herons, as well as several species of Egrets, 
Anhingas and Wattled Jacarnas. A feature bird for the 
area is Agami Heron. 

 Explore the Rupununi River in search of wild Giant River 
Otters, Black Caiman and Arapaima.  

 Visit Crane Pond after dusk  to observe a vast number of 
roosting birds including Ibis, Anhinga, Heron and Egret.   

 
Overnight at Karanambu Ranch in a twin/double room on a 
full board basis.  
 

Day 7 Monday 
 

Rupununi Savannah/Iwokrama Rainforest  
 
This morning transfer  out onto the savannah in search of  Giant 
Anteater.   
 
After breakfast embark on a river trip along  Rupununi to the 
Ginep Landing. Opportunity  along the way to observe various 
river -edge, wetland and open country species including Black-
bellied Whistling -Duck, Jabiru, Wood Stork, Green Ibis, 


